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What makes planning effective? Planning theorists have largely focused on the inclusiveness 
and quality of deliberation in goal-setting—in other words, on inputs. Drawing on concepts 
used in the comparative study of political institutions, Dr. Taylor argues, first, that legitimacy 
is central to planning’s effectiveness, and second, that there are two other pathways through 
which legitimacy is formed: throughput and output. Comparing the history of regional planning 
in greater Vancouver and greater Toronto 
suggests that its legitimacy, and therefore 
its effectiveness, has largely derived from 
the quality of throughput mechanisms, 
which points to questions of how planning 
institutions are structured.

Dr. Zack Taylor is assistant professor of 
political science and director of the Centre 
for Urban Policy and Local Governance 
at the University of Western Ontario and 
a registered professional planner. This 
research is derived from his forthcoming 
book, Shaping the Metropolis: Institutions 
and Urbanization in the United States 

and Canada, 
which will be 
available from 
McGill-Queen’s 
University Press 
in May. 

Please join us 
for Dr. Taylor’s 
guest lecture at 
the School of 
Planning! 


